STAYING

ROOTED IN CHRIST
COLOSSIANS 1v6b-8: THE GOSPEL GROWS CHRISTIANS
Pray, asking the Lord to speak to you through His Word.
Read Colossians 1v6a-8.
In verses 1-6a we saw the gospel makes real Christians. Here we see the gospel is enough to
keep us growing as Christians. Paul reminds the Colossian church that the gospel had been
“bearing fruit” –Christians who have faith, love and hope – “among [them] since the day
[they] heard it (Col. 1v6b, NIV). It is the gospel that keeps producing faith, love and hope
in the life of the church – as people become Christians and then keep growing in these.
In verse 6, Paul calls the gospel a message of God’s grace. The sure hope of heaven comes
to us from God as His gift to us. Apart from this gospel we don’t have access to the hope
of heaven. Nor do we have a right to it. And the church grows as this message is heard,
understood and learned. We don’t grow as Christians through habits or rituals or an
experience or our determination. We grow through hearing, understanding and learning the
message of God’s grace to us in His gospel – which Paul goes on to explain.
Reflections to Stay Rooted:
1. What does a growing Christian look like? Where have you seen evidence of yourself or
others continuing to grow as Christians?
2. What do you turn to to help you grow as a Christian? How much does this match how
Paul says we grow? How can you ensure that you are continuing to hear, understand and
learn the gospel?
Spend some time thanking God for the gift of His gospel which grows Christians! Pray for
yourself, us as a church and a few individuals to understand the gospel better.
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